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The father-and-son dynamic is a 
fascinating one, not least when a 
progeny decides to follow in his 
father’s footsteps, writes David Young.

 Like 
father like son
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FOLLOWING IN 
FATHER’S FOOTSTEPS 

Martin & Charlie Sheen 
When Martin (also father to actor Emilio 
Estevez) drank his way through the seminal 
Francis Ford Coppola movie, Apocolypse Now, 
to be followed by son, Charlie, starring 
in Platoon, only seven years later, there was 
likely to be a some fallout. Charlie’s continued 
wild behaviour - despite his much parodied 
catchphrase, “Winning!” – is essentially a battle 
of wills with his father, to be treated as more 
than a 12-year-old. Go figure.

George H. W. Bush (Senior) 
& George W. Bush (Junior) 
Oliver Stone immortalised this very special 
relationship in his movie W. More than just a 
chronicle of one man’s presidency, the biopic 
provides an insight into a fiercely competitive 
father and son relationship – with junior usurping 
his father’s political career, namely in length 
and wars fought. Stand back – fisticuffs do fly.

Cesare & Paolo Maldini  
This football-loving 
Italian father-son 
pairing is the 
epitome of ‘cool’. 
Both played for the 
same club, Milan, 
scooped European 
footballing 
success, and went on to represent their 
country. And all without a hint of friction. 

Brendan & Domhnall Gleeson  
There’s no fuss about the Gleesons. Intelligent, 
understated, and damn funny at the drop of a 
hat. Brendan may have opened the stage door 
but his son Domhnall certainly walked through 
with his own talent. Both appeared in Harry 
Potter, so you can imagine the banter they had 
over a pint afterwards. “Yes, Dad, or should I 
say Alastor Mad Eye Moody?” 

The North Korean Kims  
Kim Jong-il was the Supreme Leader of North 
Korea for most of 20 years, so there may not 
have been a whole lot of back-chat at the 
kitchen table in the Kim house. Not yet 30, Kim 
Jong-un now finds himself stepping into his late 
father’s shoes. His grandfather founded the 
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, so Kim 
Jong-un is pretty much destined for cult 
personality status. Like it or not.


